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Inspection of Sir John Talbot’s School

Prees Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BY

Inspection dates: 13 and 14 December 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding



What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils, and students in the sixth form, are made to feel welcome at Sir John Talbot’s
School, where all are included. The school’s vision of ‘achievement through caring’
underpins everything it does to ensure a quality education for all. The school has
high expectations for all pupils’ achievement, and addresses any barriers faced by
those who are vulnerable or disadvantaged in any way.

Pupils experience first-rate opportunities for personal development throughout their
time at the school. They enjoy a range of high-quality experiences that include
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium

School details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils

Gender of pupils in sixth-form
provision

Number of pupils on the school roll

Of which, number on roll in the
sixth form

Appropriate authority
Chair of trust

CEO of the trust
Headteacher

Website

Dates of previous inspection

Information about this school

o r-l:ﬂ-s

141176

Shropshire

10298618

Secondary comprehensive
Academy sponsor-led

11 to 18

Mixed

Mixed

855

75

Board of trustees

Alex Fry

Sarah Finch

Tim Stonall
http://www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/

25 and 26 April 2017, under section 5 of
the Education Act 2005

The school is part of Marches Academy Trust, which runs 11 schools.

Five unregistered and two registered alternative education providers are used by
the school to provide education for a small number of pupils.

The school meets the requirements of the provider access legislation, which
requires schools to provide pupils in Years 8 to 13 with information and
engagement about approved technical education qualifications and

apprenticeships.
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Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: English, science, history,
languages and music. For each deep dive, inspectors held discussions about the
curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils
about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Inspectors also
discussed the curriculum in some other subjects.

Inspectors met with the headteacher, other school leaders, those responsible for
governance and leaders from the trust, including the chief executive officer.

Inspectors considered a range of documents, including the school’s self-evaluation
and improvement plans and information about attendance and behaviour.

Inspectors spoke to pupils formally and informally about their learning and
experiences at the school.

The inspectors considered the responses to Ofsted’s staff survey. There were no
responses to the pupil survey. They considered the responses to Ofsted Parent
View, including comments submitted via the free-text facility. The inspectors also
spoke to some parents in person.

To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: checked the
school’s single central record; spoke to senior leaders about safeguarding
procedures; took account of the views of staff and pupils; and considered the
extent to which the school has created an open and positive culture around
safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests
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